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Black Is... 
1995 


The 1995 edition of Black Is... con- 
tinues the Boston Public Library’s tradi- 
tion of publishing a list of recent books 
concerning Blacks as part of the 
Library's observance of Black History 
Month in February of each year. 


*Recommended for Young Adults 


Black Is... Fiction 


AFRICAN RHAPSODY 

Nadezda Obradovic, editor 

Stories about the contemporary African 
experience. 


AND ALL OUR WOUNDS FORGIVEN 
Julius Lester 

A provocative novel of the civil rights 
years and their major players. 


*BILLY 

Albert French 

“A racial incident has tragic conse- 
quences in Mississippi in 1937.” 


*BLACK BETTY 

Walter Mosley 

Easy Rawlins, President Clinton’s 
favorite detective, is back. 


BLACK GOLD 

Anita Richmond Bunkley 

Two. African-American families in 
1920's Texas. 


BLACK HORNET 

James Sallis 

Lew Griffin returns to the scene of the 
crime to find a sniper who has killed 
six people. 


*BLANCHE AMONG THE 
TALENTED TENTH 

Barbara Neely 

Blanche is called on to find a murderer 
in an exclusive all black resort. 


*BREATH, EYES, MEMORY 
Edwidge Danticat 

12-year-old Sophie must leave her 
beloved Haiti and join her mother in 
New York. 


BROTHERS AND SISTERS 

Bebe Moore Campbell 

Loyalties based on race and gender 
complicate relations in a Los Angeles 
workplace. 


CHANGES: A Love Story 

Ama Ata Aidoo 

A love story in contemporary urban 
Africa. 


CHESAPEAKE SONG: A Novel 
Brenda Lane Richardson 

A story of aman and woman who love 
each other, and have everything except 
What they really want—a_ happy 
marriage. 


CITY OF LIGHT 

Cyrus Colter 

A Princeton dropout moves to Paris to 
establish a homeland for wandering 
blacks. 


*COFFEE WILL MAKE YOU BLACK 
April Sinclair 

Coming of age during the Civil Rights 
movement. 


CROSSING THE RIVER 

Caryl Phillips 

‘A desperate foolishness. The crops 
failed. | sold my children.” 


DARKTOWN STRUTTERS: A Novel 
Wesley Brown 

Jim Crow, a dancing Kentucky slave, 
is rented to a minstrel show, and has 
to compete against an Irish immigrant. 


FRAGMENTS OF THE ARK 

Louise Meriwether 

Slaves steal a Confederate steamboat 
and flee to the Union forces. 


FRAGMENTS THAT REMAIN: A 
Novel 

Steven Corbin 

Two brothers, one light skinned—one 
dark, one straight—one gay. 


FREE ENTERPRISE: A Novel 
Michelle Cliff 

Two black women own several hotels 
that double as refuges for runaway 
slaves. 


*GETTING RIGHT WITH GOD 
Lionel Newton 

Teen-age Lucas wrestles with the am- 
biguities of sex, love, religion, and his 
own identity. 


GOD’S COUNTRY: A Novel 
Percival Everett 

A humorous and haunting rewrite of 
the great American western. 


GONE QUIET 

Fleanor Taylor Bland 

The only black female police detective 
in a small town runs into personal and 
professional complications when she 
investigates a murder. 


IN SEARCH OF SATISFACTION 

J. California Cooper 

Two generations of a mixed slave/ 
white family pull their relatives and 
neighbors into powerful emotions. 


JUST AS | AM: A Novel 

F. Lynn Harris 

Race, bisexuality, and AIDS are the 
themes in this story of the power of 
love. 


LILIANE: Resurrection of the 
Daughter 

Ntozake Shange 

A sensual and artistic renegade is 
haunted by the suffering of people of 
color and her own losses. 


THE MAD MAN 

Samuel R. Delany 

A graduate student begins to take on 
the characteristics of the depraved man 
he is researching. 


*PARABLE OF THE SOWER 
Octavia E. Butler 

An 18-year-old woman who feels 
others’ pain attempts to sensitize a 
dehumanized world. 


PLAN B 

Chester B. Himes 

A crime novel, published posthumous- 
ly, about a black revolution that 
destroys America. 


*THE PRESIDENT’S DAUGHTER 
Barbara Chase-Riboud 

Fictional biography of Thomas Jeffer- 
son’s illegitimate black daughter. 


PRESUMED DEAD 

Hugh Holton 

Chicago's top cop learns that 188 peo- 
ple have disappeared from a local 
museum. 


THE PRICE YOU PAY: A Novel 
Barbara Summers 

Black models keep dying in this 
whodunit/love story. 


RATTLEBONE 

Maxine Clair 

“Sparkling with lyicism....... of these 
most ordinary lives.”’ 


*THE RETURN OF SIMPLE 
Langston Hughes 

Previously unpublished Simple stories, 
and some old favorites. 


*RITE OF PASSAGE 

Richard Wright 

Never before published story of a 
runaway who contends with street 
violence, racism, and poverty. 


ROCKING THE BABIES 

Linda Raymond 

Martha and Nettie tell each other their 
life stories while they rock sick babies 
in an Ohio hospital. 


THE SERPENT’S GIFT 

Helen Elaine Lee 

Can two families, thrown together 
because of tragedy, become whole. 


SISTERS AND LOVERS 

Connie Briscoe 

Three sisters cope with their very dif- 
ferent problems in Washington, D.C. 


*SIX OUT SEVEN 

Jess Mowry 

A sheltered teenager is introduced to 
street violence when he moves to 
Oakland. 


THE SLEEPER WAKES: Harlem 
Renaissance Stories by Women 
Marcy Knopf, editor 


SONGS OF ENCHANTMENT 

Ben Okri 

Azaro, the spirit child, continues his 
journey through the realm of the spirit 
world and the world of reality, in this 
sequel to The Famished Road. 


THESE SAME LONG BONES 
Gwendolyn Parker 

A black community struggles to build 
new housing without white 
interference. 


UNDER THE BONE 

Anne-Christine d’Adesky 

Political intrigue and violence in Haiti 
lead an American human-rights worker 
to the death squads in a search for a 
missing peasant activist. 


UNDERSTAND THIS 

Jervey Tervalon 

Survival and doom compete on the 
streets of South Central Los Angeles. 


URBAN ROMANCE: A Novel of New 
York in the ’80s 

Nelson George 

A tale of big city love and moral 
confusion—told from his point of view. 


Black Is... 
International Issues 


*AFRICAN WOMEN: Three 
Generations 

Mark Mathabane 

The author of KAFFIR BOY looks at 
life for a South African woman— 
through interviews with his grand- 
mother, mother, and sister. 


*AMAN: The Story of a Somali Girl 
Virginia Barnes and Janice Boddy, 
editors 

Aman tells anthropologists Barnes 
and Boddy of her life in Somalia, 
from her birth in 1952 to the present. 


ARISTIDE: An Autobiography 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide 

The Haitian leader’s vision for his 
country. 


BEYOND A BOUNDARY 
bon yanies 
A reprint of a West Indian classic. 


CHAINED TOGETHER: Mandela, 
de Klerk, and the Struggle to 
Remake South Africa 

David Ottaway 

An American journalist looks at 
South Africa after apartheid. 


CROWNS OF GLORY, TEARS OF 
BLOOD: The Demerara Slave 
Rebellion of 1823 

Emilia V. DaCosta 

Primary sources tell the story of the 
1823 slave rebellion in Demerara, 
present-day Guyana. 


NELSON MANDELA SPEAKS: Forg- 
ing a Democratic Nonracial South 
Africa 

Nelson Mandela 

Addresses, interviews and public 
letters since the African National 
Congress leader’s 1990 release from 
prison. 


NIGHT OF FIRE: The Black 
Napoleon and the Battle for Haiti 
Martin Ros 

A biography of Toussaint Louver- 
ture, the leader of the slave revolt 
which established the Haitian 
Republic. 


THE RAINBOW PEOPLE OF GOD: 
The Making of a Peaceful 
Revolution 

Desmond Tutu 

A collection of the archbishop’s 
speeches, letters and sermons—from 
the 1976 Soweto Uprising to the re- 
cent democratic election. 


SMALL ACTS: Thoughts on the 
Politics of Black Cultures 

Paul Gilroy 

A Black British sociologist examines 
contemporary British racism. 


TO HELL WITH PARADISE: A 
History of the Jamaican Tourist 
Industry 

Frank F. Taylor 

Trouble in paradise. 


THE USES OF HAITI 

Paul Farmer 

Haiti, past and present, and the role 
of U.S. policy. 


Black is... History 


AFRICANS IN THE AMERICAS: A 
History of the Black Diaspora 
Michael L. Conniff and 

Thomas |]. Davis 

The divergent histories of African 
slaves and their descendants in the 
Unites States, the Caribbean, Brazil, 
and Spanish America. 


*AFRICAN-AMERICAN FIRSTS: 
Famous, Little-Known, and Unsung 
Triumphs of Blacks in America 
Joan Potter and Constance Claytor 
From the first African-American 
federal employee to the first 
millionaire—a resource for research 
or trivia. 


AFRICAN AMERICANS AT MARS 
BLUFF, SOUTH CAROLINA 
Amelia Wallace Vernon 

They came as slaves and stayed to 
form community. A thought- 
provoking local history. 


ALONG FREEDOM ROAD: Hyde 
County, North Carolina and the 
Fate of Black Schools in the South 
David S$. Cecelski 

The provocative story of the Brown 
decision’s impact on one Tidewater 
county. 


BLACK AMERICANS: The FBI Files 
Kenneth O'Reilly 

Interviews, wire taps, field reports, 
and memos were all stored in the 
FBI files on Malcolm X, James 
Baldwin, Paul Robeson, Martin 
Luther King, Jr. and even W.E.B. 
DuBois. 


BLACK, RED, AND DEADLY: Black 
and Indian Gunfighters of the In- 
dian Territory, 1870-1907 

Arthur Burton 

“Everyone knows there are no 
black cowboys,”’ the author be- 
lieved as a child, and then he 
discovered ‘Cherokee Bill.’ 


BOND OF IRON: Master and Slave 
at Buffalo Forge 

Charles B. Dew 

Slavery—the factory experience. 


CIVIL RIGHTS AND WRONGS: A 
Memoir of Race and Politics 
1944-1994. 

Harry S. Ashmore 

A history of segregation from a 
gifted scholar. 


DREAM CITY: Race, Power, and 
the Decline of Washington, D.C. 
Harry Jaffe 

The rise and fall of Marion Barry. 


FROM SLAVERY TO FREEDOM: A 
History of African Americans 
John H. Franklin and Alfred A. 
Moss 

A classic brought up to the 1980s. 


A GATHERING OF HEROES: 
Reflections on Rage and 
Responsibility 

Gregory Alan-Williams 

One man’s bravery during the 1992 
L.A. riots. 


LOCAL PEOPLE: The Struggle for 
Civil Rights in Mississippi 

John Dittmer 

From World War II through the 
1960s, a document of the civil 
rights movement in Mississippi. 


LYING EYES: The Shocking Truth 
Behind the Corruption and Brutali- 
ty of the L.A.P.D. and the Beating 
of Rodney King 

Tom Owens with Rod Browning 

A first-hand account from a former 
member of the Los Angeles police. 


NORTHERN PROTEST: Martin 
Luther King, Jr., Chicago, and the 
Civil Rights Movement 

James R. Ralph, Jr. 

The fullest account yet of the 1966 
civil rights campaign in Chicago. 


THE OTHER BRAHMINS: Boston’s 
Black Upper Class, 1750-1950 
Adelaide M. Cromwell 

Race and the social caste system in 
an atypical environment. 


PORTRAIT OF A RACIST: The Man 
Who Killed Medgar Evers? 

Reed Massengill 

A disturbing biography of Byron de 
la Beckwith. 


THE SHADOW OF THE PANTHER: 
Huey Newton and the Price of 
Black Power in America 

Hugh Pearson 

History and biography—another 
interpretation. 


*STORIES OF SCOTTSBORO 
James Goodman 

A carefully documented look at the 
sensational 1931 gang rape case 
against nine homeless black 
teenagers. 


*WARRIORS DON’T CRY: A Sear- 
ing Memoir of the Battle to In- 
tegrate Little Rock’s Central High 
Melba P. Beals 

Based on the diary of 15-year-old 
Melba, one of the nine black 
teenagers who entered Central High 
School in 1957. 


W.E.B DUBOIS: Biography of a 
Race 1868-1919 

David Levering Lewis 

The personal and the political; 
Dubois’ first fifty years and the civil 
rights movement of the late 19th 
and early 20th century. 


WITNESS FOR FREEDOM: African- 
American Voices on Race, Slavery, 
and Emancipation 

C. Peter Ripley, editor 


Black is... Music 


BEYOND CATEGORY: The Life and 
Genius of Duke Ellington 

John Edward Hasse 

A biography of the jazz giant drawing 
on previously unavailable family 
papers from the Smithsonian’s Duke 
Ellington archives. 


DANCING IN THE STREET: Confes- 
sions of a Motown Diva 

Martha Reeves and Mark Bego 
“Filled with loving affection and the re- 
quisite amount of score-settling.”’ 


DANCING TO A BLACK MAN’S 
TUNE: A Life of Scott Joplin 

Susan Curtis 

An exploration of the racial and social 
class dimensions of the ragtime com- 
poser’s life and times. 


THE DUKE ELLINGTON READER 
Mark Tucker, editor 

Ellington’s hold on his listeners was 
such that he inspired some of the most 
intelligent writing about jazz, much of 
it collected here. 


ELLA FITZGERALD: A Biography of 
the First Lady of Jazz 

Stuart Nicholson 

A jazz writer traces the life of the 
media-shy singing star. 


| SAY ME FOR A PARABLE: The Oral 
Autobiography of Mance Lipscomb, 
Texas Songster 

Mance Lipscomb 

A tenant farmer and blues guitarist who 
led a hardscrabble life in rural Texas 
before making his first record at age 65. 


NOTHING BUT THE BLUES: The 
Music and the Musicians 

Lawrence Cohn, editor 

A comprehensive discography and 
photographic portraits complement 11 
historical essays. 


PRIDE: The Charley Pride Story 
Charley Pride 

“One of Pride’s biggest hits was ‘Kiss 
an Angel Good Morning.’ Judging from 
his life story, the angel definitely 
returned the kiss.” 


TO BE LOVED: The Music, the Magic, 
the Memories of Motown 

Berry Gordy 

It began with an $800.00 loan. 


WAY UP NORTH IN DIXIE: A Black 
Family’s Claim to the Confederate 
Anthem 

Howard L. Sacks and Judith Rose Sacks 
Argues that a family of black Ohio 
musicians are the true authors of 
ABI) Cie 


WE WHO BELIEVE IN FREEDOM: 
Sweet Honey in the Rock—Still on 
the Journey 

Bernice Johnson Reagon and Sweet 
Honey in the Rock 

A retrospective of the Grammy Award- 
winning a capella group’s twenty years 
of music making. 


WISHING ON THE MOON: The Life 
and Times of Billie Holliday 
Donald Clarke 

Her joys, her sorrows, her songs. 





Black Is... Personalities 


CHASED: Alone, Black and Under- 
cover 

Billy Chase & Lennie Grimaldi 

An undercover black cop infiltrates the 
mob. Successfully. 


*COLORED PEOPLE 

Henry Louis Gates 

A warm-hearted account of family and 
community life in the days when folks 
were colored. 


CONVERSATIONS WITH AMIRI 
BARAKA 

Charlie Reilly, editor 

These interviews provide special in- 
sights into Baraka’s works, his anger, 
and his career. 
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DANCING SPIRIT: An Autobiography 
Judith Jamison 

The movements of a sophisticated 
lady. 


DAUGHTERS: On Family and 
Fatherhood 

Gerald Early 

A college professor shares his ex- 
periences of raising his daughters in a 
predominantly white community. 


*DON’T LOOK BACK: Satchel Paige 
in the Shadows of Baseball 

Mark Ribowsky 

The unvarnished version of Paige’s 
phenomenal, two-decade career in the 
Negro Leagues, then as the first black 
pitcher in the American League. 


FATHERALONG: A Meditation on 
Fathers and Sons, Race and Society 
John Edgar Wideman 

‘Because we don’t talk, or can’t talk, 
father to son, each generation ap- 
proaches the task of becoming men as 
if no work has been accomplished 
before.”’ 


FORTY-THREE SEPTEMBERS 

Jewelle Gomez 

Gomez's essays describe her ex- 
periences as a black lesbian today. 


HARD STUFF: The Autobiography of 
Coleman Young 
Coleman Young 
The Tuskeegee airman , labor union 
activist and five-time mayor of Detroit 
tells it like it is. 


I'VE KNOWN RIVERS: Lives of Loss 
and Liberation 

Sara Lawrence Lightfoot 

Six prominent professionals at mid-life 
recount their lives thus far. 


JAMES BALDWIN: A Biography 
David Leeming 

The landscapes of Baldwin’s inner con- 
flicts as sources for his art and politics. 


*JORDAN: The Man, His Words, His 
Life 

Mitchell Krugel 

One-on-one overview of the ’’retired”’ 
basketball star’s career. 


JOSEPHINE: THe Hungry Heart 
Jean Claude Baker & Chis Chase 
“The Eiffel tower of music hall revues, 
cabaret, and film.” 


LAUGHING IN THE DARK: From Col- 
ored Girl to Woman of Color—a 
Journey from Prison to Power 
Patrice Gaines 

An award-winning reporter describes 
her transformation from drug addict to 
successful professional. 


LOVING’S LOVE: A Black American’s 
Experience in Aviation 

Neal Loving 

Nothing would stop him, not racism, 
not the loss of both his legs. 


MAKES ME WANNA HOLLER 
Nathan McCall 

At 19 he was sentenced to 12 years in 
prison. Today he is a reporter for the 
Washington Post. 


*MUHAMMED ALI: A Thirty Year 
Journey 

Howard L. Bingham 

Two hundred engrossing black and 
white photographs of the ‘‘Greatest.”’ 


NELLA LARSEN: Novelist of the 
Harlem Renaissance 

Thadious Davis 

Life story of this nurse, librarian, 
novelist and Harlem socialite. 


PARALLEL TIME: Growing up in Black 
and White 

Brent Staples 

Two brothers. One earned a Ph.D.; the 
other used to be a drug dealer until he 
was shot six times. How? Why? 


PUSHED BACK TO STRENGTH: A 
Black Woman’s Journey Home 
Gloria Jean Wade-Gayles 

Thanks to her family, nuclear and ex- 
tended, she had the sustenance 
necessary for the journey. 


QUEEN BESS: Daredevil Aviator 
Doris Rich 

Licensed as a pilot before Amelia 
Earhart she broke free of race, sex, and 
society. 


*SHAQ ATTAQ! 

Shaquille O’Neal with Jack McCallum 
A ‘‘no-holds-barred account,”” by one 
of basketball’s most talented new 
players, of his boyhood and rise to 
NBA stardom. 


*STRANGER TO THE GAME 

Bob Gibson 

Bob Gibson ‘’pitches a memoir that is 
hard and inside.” 


THE SWEETER THE JUICE 

Shirlee Taylor Haizlip 

The actual and psychological search to 
locate and reconnect with those fami- 
ly members who chose to pass. 


TURKEY STEARNES AND THE 
DETROIT STARS: The Negro Leagues 
in Detroit, 1919-1933. 

Richard Bak 

A world class long-ball hitter and his 
winning team—a story of skill, pride 
and perserverance. 


*VOICES AND SILENCES 

James Earl Jones & Penelope Niven 
The transformation from being a mute 
and a stutterer to leading roles on stage 
and screen. 


“WHY SHOULD WHITE GUYS HAVE 
ALL THE FUN?” How Reginald Lewis 
Created a Billion Dollar Empire. 
Reginald Lewis & Blair S. Walker 
Determination, hard work, and the 
good life. 


Black Is... 
Contemporary Issues 


AIRING DIRTY LAUNDRY 

Ishmael Reed 

Provocative new essays on feminism, 
the media, and much more. 


BLACK FATHERHOOD II: Black 
Women Talk about Their Men 

Earl Ofari Hutchinson 

In Volume two of the series, five black 
women discuss their feelings about 
fathers, husbands, and boyfriends. 


BLACK, WHITE, OTHER: Biracial 
Americans Talk about Race and 
Identity 

Lise Funderburg 

Sixty-five experiences which answer 
the often-asked question: ‘‘But what 
about the children?” 


BULLETPROOF DIVA: Tales of Race, 
Sex, and Hair 

Lisa Jones 

Slave names, the butt-revolution, and 
the politics of hair care are just a few 
of the subjects Lisa Jones addresses. 


CROSSING THE BOUNDARY: Black 
Women Survive Incest 

Melba Wilson 

Both personal and analytical, this book 
breaks ground in relating incest to the 
black woman's experience. 


GAL: A True Life 
Ruthie Bolton 
A real-life Color Purple. 


THE GHETTO SOLUTION 

Roland Gilbert and 

Cheo Tyehimba-Taylor 

One organization's efforts at providing 
role models for African-American 
youth. 


HARDBALL: A Season in the Projects 
Daniel Coyle 

Is Little League the solution for places 
like Cabrini-Green? 


LIVING WITH RACISM: The Black 
Middle-Class Experience 

Joe R. Feagin and Melvin P. Sikes 
Interviews with 209 middle-class 
African-Americans attest to the fact that 
racism thrives in America. 


NO HIDING PLACE: Empowerment 
and Recovery for Our Troubled 
Communities 

Cecil Williams and Rebecca Laird 
A San Francisco inner-city minister’s 
fight to free his community from the 
ravages of drug addiction and other 
problems. 


*OUT OF THE MADNESS: From the 
Projects to a Life of Hope 

Jerrold Ladd 

Twenty-three-year-old Ladd writes 
from personal experience. 


RACISM 101 

Nikki Giovanni 

A mind-tingling assortment of topics 
that all relate in one way or another to 
being a Black American. 


THE RAGE OF A PRIVILEGED CLASS 
Ellis Cose 

The humiliations, subtle and not so 
subtle, which evoke the question: 
“Why in God’s name won't they ac- 
cept me as a human being?” 


SUCCESS RUNS IN OUR RACE: The 
Complete Guide to Effective Network- 
ing in the African-American 
Community 

George C. Fraser 

Some valuable tips. 


Black Is... 
Black Expression 


THE AFRICAN AMERICANS 

David Cohen and Charles Collins 
editors 

Photographs of African Americans in 
all their glory. 


*EVERY SHUT EYE AIN’T ASLEEP: An 
Anthology of Poetry by African- 
Americans since 1945 

edited by Michael Harper and 
Anthony Walton 


HARUKO: Love Poems 

June Jordon 

Recent poems dedicated to haruko, as 
well as selected love poetry from 1970 
to the present. 


*JOKER, JOKER, DEUCE 

Paul Beatty 

A collection of poems that capture the 
style and rhythm of hip hop, drawing 
on pop culture to confront and en- 
lighten. 


LIFE NOTES: Personal Writings by 
Contemporary Black Women 

edited by Patricia Bell-Scott 

Sisters well-known and _ not-so-well- 
known share the intimate woman-talk 
of their journals. 


THE MARVELOUS ARITHMETICS OF 
DISTANCE 

Audre Lorde 

This posthumous collection by the 
feminist author includes poetry about 
her battle with cancer. 


LECTURE AND SPEECH OF ACCEP- 
TANCE UPON THE AWARD OF THE 
NOBEL PRIZE FOR LITERATURE 
Toni Morrison 

A bound transcript of Toni Morrison’s 
acceptance speech. 


*ON THE PULSE OF MORNING 
Maya Angelou 

Written for President Clinton’s 
inauguration. 


PAUL R. WILLIAMS, ARCHITECT: A 
Legacy of Style 

Karen E. Hudson 

His designs include the Ambassador 
Hotels and the theme building at the 
Los Angeles International Airport. 


*THE PORTABLE HARLEM RENAIS- 
SANCE READER 
David L. Lewis, editor 


TWILIGHT—LOS ANGELES, 1992: 
On the Road, a Search for American 
Character 

Anna D. Smith 

Smith recreates the experiences of 
forty-six people in this documentary 
stageplay. 


WOULDN’t TAKE NOTHING FOR 
MY JOURNEY NOW 

Maya Angelou 

Self-help messages from the well-loved 
poet. 


WORKING THE SPIRIT: Ceremonies 
of the African Diaspora 

Jospeh M. Murphy 

A variety of contemporary ritual prac- 
tices traced back to their African roots. 





Black Is... Ideas 


THE BLACK ATLANTIC: Modernity 
and Double Consciousness 

Paul Gilroy 

A look at the common threads tying 
together peoples of African descent on 
both sides of the Atlantic. 


CERAMIC UNCLES AND CELLULOID 
MAMMIES: Black Images and Their 
Influences on Culture 

Patricia A. Turner 

Looks at the one-dimensional and often 
hostile ways blacks have been por- 
trayed in the popular culture. 


CHALLENGING THE CIVIL RIGHTS 
ESTABLISHMENT: Profiles of a New 
Black Vanguard 

Joseph G. Conti and Brad Stetson 
Pulls together the thinking of black 
conservative writers, including Glenn 
Loury of Boston University, Shelby 
Steele, and Thomas Sowell. 


CONFRONTING AUTHORITY: 
Reflections of an Ardent Protestor 
Derrick Bell 

Why struggle is necessary. 


DEALS WITH THE DEVIL: And Other 
Reasons to Riot 

Pear! Cleage 

The racist and sexist facts of life, fierce- 
ly related in a collection of essays and 
performance pieces. 


|! HEARD IT THROUGH THE 
GRAPEVINE: Rumor in African 
American Culture 

Patricia A. Turner 

Is Church’s Fried Chicken really out to 
sterilize black men? Are Kool cigaret- 
tes the secret weapon of the KKK? 


KEEPING FAITH: Philosophy and 
Race in America 

Cornel West 

Concerning culture, canon, and the 
black intellectual; the limits of political 
engagement; the nature of race. 


LURE AND LOATHING: Essays on 
Race, Identity and the Ambivalence of 
Assimilation 

Gerald Early, editor 

Twenty black intellectuals address 
W.E.B. DuBois’s dilemma of the dou- 
ble consciousness of African 
Americans. 


ON THE REAL SIDE: Laughing, Lying, 
and Signifying—The Underground 
Tradition of African-American Humor 
That Transformed American Culture 
from Slavery to Richard Pryor 

Mel Watkins 


THE TYRANNY OF THE MAJORITY: 
Fundamental Fairness in Represen- 
tative Democracy 

Lani Guinier 

A collection of the law articles which 
torpedoed: the author’s 1993 nomina- 
tion as Assistant Attorney General for 
Civil Rights. 
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WHAT BLACK PEOPLE SHOULD DO 
NOW: Dispatches from Near the 
Vanguard 

Ralph Wiley 

The author of Why Black People Tend 
to Shout offers directives for survival 
and empowerment in a racist society. 


WITNESS FOR FREEDOM: African 
American Voices on Race, Slavery, 
and Emancipation 

C. Peter Ripley, editor 

Firsthand accounts of the Civil War and 
Reconstruction. 


This selected list was compiled by: 

Moonyean Carlton, General Library Reader and Information Services; 
Catherine Clancy, General Library, Young Adult Services; 

Marylou Coveney, South End Branch Library; 

Sarah Markell, Codman Square Branch Library; 


Winsome Hudson, Brighton Branch Library, Committee Chairperson. 


Boston Public Library, 1995 


11 





BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY - 1995 


